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Please cancel claims 24*44 without prejudice to filing of a divisional application. 

Please cancel claims 2, 1 1, 13;, and 1 8 without pxtgudice. 

Claims 1, 3-10, 12, 14-17, and 19-23 are pending in the application. 

1 . (Currently amended) A method, comprising: 

threadinglv coupling a first £in connector directly to a second boi^ connector; 

removing at least a portion of said second connector afker said first and second connectors are 

coupled together to thereby define a recess in said second connector; and 

coupling an anti-rotation member to at least ono of s aid first and second connectors, wherein said 

anti>rotation member engages at least a portion of said first connector and is adapted to engage at 

least a portion of said recess in said second connector. 



Claim 2. (Canceled). 

3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein removing at least a portion of said second 
connector comprises performing at least one of a drilling operation and a milling operation to 
remove said portion of said second connector. 

4. (Original) The method of claim I, wherem removing at least d portion of said second 
connector comprises removing at least a portion of said second connector that is positioned 
within an area defined by an opening in said first connector. 

5. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein coupling said anti-rotation member to at least one 
of said first and second connectors comprises threadingly engaging said anti-rotation member 

fl 

with at least a portion of said first coimector. | 

i 
I 
I 

I 

6. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein coupling said anti-irotation member to at least one 
of said first and second connectors comprises threadingly engaging said and-rotatioD member 
with at least a portion of said first connector and at least a portion of said second connector. 
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7. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said anti-rotation member has a generally 

cylindrical configuration. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said anti-rotation member has external threads 
formed on at least a portion of an exterior surface of said anti-rotation member. 

9. (Origmal) The method of claim 1, wherein said anti-rotation member comprises at least one of 
a self-tapping fastener or a threaded fastener. 

10. (Original) The method of claim 1, finther comprising, prior to coupling said anti-rotation 
member to at least one of said first and second connectors^ fonning internal threads on a surface 
of said recess in said second connector, 

IL (Canceled). 

12. (Currently amended) A method, comprising: 

lhrefl(^mp 1y coupling a first £js connector directly to a second box connector; 

removing at least a pordon of said second connector after said first and second connectors are 

coupled together to thereby define a recess in said second connector; and 

thieadingly coupling an anti-rotation member to said first and second connectors. 

i 

! 

t 

* 
* 

13. (Canceled), 

s 

14. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein removing at least a portion of said second 
connector comprises performing at least one of a drilling operation and a milling opemtion to 
remove said portion of said second connector. 

■ 

■ ■ 

* 

15. (Original) Hie merthod of claim 12, wherein said anti-rotatioii member has external threads 
fonned on at least a portion of an exterior surface of said anti-rotation member. 

-3- 

PAGE4l10'RCVDATm63:i8:55PM[EastemDaylij|htr^^ 878 5732 < DURATION (iniihSS):02-38 



Fax:281*878*5732 Jul 7 2006 14:21 P. 05 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

16. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein said anti-rotation member comprises at least one 
of a self-tapping fastener or a threaded ^stener. 

17. (Original) The method of claim 12, further comprising, prior to threadingly coupling said 
anti-rotation member to said £u:st and second comiectors, formiiig internal threads on a surface of 
said recess in said second connector. 

18. (Canceled)* 

19. (Currently amended ) A method, comprising: 

jtoeadingly coupling a first sin connector direc^v to a second box connector, said first connector 
having an opening formed therein; 

after said first and second connectors are coupled together, removing at least a portion of said 
second connector positioned within an area defined by said opening; and 
inserting an anti-rotation member in said opening wherein said anti-rotation member engages at 
least a portion of said first connector and is adapted to engage at least a portion of said recess in 
said second connector. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein removing at least a portion of said second 
comiector comprises performing at least one of a drilling operation and a milling operation to 
remove said portion of said second connector. 

I 
i 

« 
« 

21. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein inserting said ai^ti-rotation member in said 
opening comprises threadingly engaging said anti-rotation member with at least a portion of said 
first connector. 

! 

22. (Original) The method of claim 19, wherein coupling said aiiti-rotation member to at least 
one of said first and second connectors comprises threadingly erigaging said anti-rotation 

member with at least a portion of said first connector and at least a portion of said second 

I 

connector. ! 

.4. 
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23. (Original) The method of claim 19, further comprising, prior to inserting said anti-rotation 
member, fonning internal threads on a surface of said recess formed in said second connector. 



Claims 24-44 (Canceled). 



V 
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